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Dear Jenny, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 14 February 2018 asking for the views of the Finance 
and Constitution Committee on HM Treasury’s draft framework for audit and 
accountability.  The Committee considered the draft framework at our meeting on 21 
March. The Committee notes the principles for accountability and devolution and the 
four models of accountability in devolved services including Category B which 
includes income tax collection.  
 
The Committee is unclear as to how the principles for accountability relate to each of 
the four models of accountability.  In particular, the Committee is unclear of the 
extent to which the 6 principles apply to category B.  This is of significance to the 
Committee given the regular and helpful direct dialogue which we have with HMRC.  
The Committee would be extremely concerned if the excellent working relationship 
which we have with HMRC were to be undermined by the principles and especially 
principle 3.  In particular, the Committee would not accept that any request for 
information from HMRC should be made via the Scottish Government.  Neither 
would the Committee accept any restriction on making recommendations directed at 
HMRC which relate to devolved or shared competences.  
 
The Committee therefore recommends that clarification is sought in the first instance 
regarding the interrelatedness of the 6 principles and 4 models within the framework 
and an assurance that it will not undermine the current working relationship which we 
enjoy with HMRC. The Committee would also welcome clarification on the 
implications of principle 6 for the Scottish Parliament and specifically what is meant 
by “services” in this regard.     
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Bruce Crawford MSP, Convener 


